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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building is two stories high, constructed over a stone foundation. 
It is built of brick jind stone. It contains nineteen workinjg; rooms, one of 
which is an_j|mphithe"ater with" a seating capacity of 160 persons.

The first floor contains a large and small reception room, a viewing 
room, a mortuary, a dissecting room, a storage room, a chemical laboratory, 
and an anatomical and pathological museum, and a toilet room.

The second floor has the following: a study room, a records room, a 
photography laboratory with dark room, a storage room, a library, a micro­ 
scopical laboratory, a bacteriological laboratory, a pathologists' research 
room, and a toilet room.

In addition, the first floor has J;wo one-storx additlooasLm_the,_rear 
of the building, one of which Ts "for storage and the other a public toilet 
facility for use in conjunction with the amphitheater (containing working 
plumbing fixtures of the early 1900 ! s).

With the exception of the above-mentioned additions, the building's 
present physical appearance is that of the original structure. The in­ 
terior of the building, in plan, decoration, and equipment,is that of the 
original structure.
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7. Description (continued)

From the educational point of view the amphitheater is the principal room 
in the Old Pathology Building. One hundred sixty chairs are arranged in con­ 
centric tiers above a central podium. The arrangement facilitates clinical 
demonstrations as well as didactic presentations. In addition, by its loca­ 
tion adjacent to the morgue, the room could be used for ^oas^anaJtojaical^an^ 
pathological demonstrations by replacing the podium with the dissecting table. 
T^block and"tackle suspended from the ceiling was used for this purpose. An 
anatomical room adjacent to the amphitheater was used for dissection. 
(Indiana did not have an anatomical law until 1908).

A principal feature of the building is the anatomical and pathological 
museum.. This museum's most unique exhibit is that prepared by Dr. Walther 

"'''Bmtifliu relating to the malarial treatment of central nervous system ~ 
""syphilis. Prior to the discovery of antibiotics, syphilis was a major cause 
ror~commitment to mental hospitals. Dr. Julius Wagner von Jauregg made the 
discovery during World War I that a co-infection with malaria would often 
cure central nervous system syphilis. A__student of von Jauregg, Dr. Walther 
Bruetsch, introduced this treatment to America in the early 1920's, from this 
Old Pathology Building. Dr. Bruetsch's fever charts, as well as his excellent 
photomicrographic enlargements, provide graphic demonstration of the clinical 
and microscopical effectiveness of this former method of treatment.

(The museum is to be augmented with exhibits now stored at the Indiana 
University School of Medicine relating to the history of medicine and medi­ 
cal education in Indiana).

Another room of note is the library on the second floor. This library 
is devoted to books of historical significance relating to neurology, 
psychiatry, and the history of medicine and medical education in the Midwest. 
This library contains volumes of historical significance only, relating to 
the period of the building and before. The collection is intended to provide 
a facility not currently provided by the local medical, State, or City 
libraries.
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During the late nineteenth century the principal tool for the scientific 
investigation of disease was the microscope.

In order for a disease to be studied, however, it was necessary, first of 
all, to have access to the diseased tissue (i. e. a surgery or a morgue). 
Once obtained, the tissue then had to be processed before it could be studied. 
This consisted first of preserving and hardening the tissue. Next it had to be 
dehydrated and then blocked in celloiden. This gave it a firm consistency 
which allowed it to be cut into very thin slices by a tool developed during 
the late nineteenth century called a microtome. The tissue was then ready for 
staining. Stains selectively imparted color to certain structural elements of 
the cells forming the tissues making the anatomy of the cell and the changes 
caused by disease more evident. Tissue sections thus processed were then 
ready for mounting on a glass slide for use under the microscope.

The late nineteenth century and early twentieth century was the period of 
greatest development of these histological techniques. A tremendous number 
of new stains and new staining techniques were developed. It was an age of 
optimism, too; a time when, hopefully, a new stain or a new technique might 
reveal the cause or mechanism of a disease process and hence lead to its cure 
or prevention. The attitude and approach were rewarded. These techniques 
were used by Robert Koch to demonstrate the tubercle bacillus (Nobel Prize 
1905); by Camillo Golgi and Santiago Ramon y Cajal for the demonstration of the 
structural anatomy of the brain (Nobel Prize 1906) and by Charles Loverain to 
demonstrate the malarial parasite (Nobel Prize 1907). This technique was also 
used by Hideyo Noguchi in 1915 to show the existence of the Treponema pallidum 
in the brain of a patient with general paresis, thus proving this organism 
(the agent causing the venereal disease syphilis) to be responsible for the 
central nervous system malady. Dr. Walther Bruetsch, using the Old Pathology 
Building and its facilities, used the techniques to show how a co-infection 
with malaria stimulates the reticuloendothelial system of the body to combat 
central nervous system syphilis (a form of treatment for which Julius Wagner 
von Jauregg received the Nobel Prize in 1927).

The Old Pathology Building is a preservation of the environment in which 
studies of this kind were done. The architecture, tools, and the environment 
are representative of the period.

(See attached drawings).

From the scientific point of view the mortuary is the key room in the 
building. This room provides the tissues for scientific studies. Autopsies 
were performed here on patients who were insane at the time of their deaths. 
A reception room and viewing room for the family of the deceased was a con-
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This Building is significant in terms of the history of medicine 
and medical education in the United States. It is an architectural land­ 
mark in the science of medicine, representing the pinnacle of 19th century 
laboratory design, development, and equipment. (The Building is preserved 
as a Medical History Museum).

It has further significance to the State of Indiana, being the State's
It 

nce to the tt ate, being on the grounds ofthe State's
first hospital.

The grounds on which the Building stands has significance to the City 
of Indianapolis, being the residence of: 1. George Smith, publisher of 
the City's first newspaper, "The Indianapolis Gazette;" 2. The residence 
of his stepson, Nathaniel Bolton, the City's first historian, and his wife, 
Sarah Bolton, Indiana's "pioneer poet laureate;" and 3. The residence of 
John Evans, who was first commissioner and first superintendent of the 
State's first hospital. (Evans later founded Evanston, Illinois, North­ 
western university, and the University of Denver. He built railroads in 
Indiana, Illinois and Denver; and was primarily responsible for Denver's 
being Colorado's major city. He was territorial governor of Colorado 
during the Civil War and was a major supporter and influence in the 
election Abraham Lincoln. Mt. Evans was named in his honor).
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8. Statement of Significance.

Medical education in the Ohio Valley prior to the Civil War was provided 
in most instances by the apprenticeship system. Medical schools were few in 
number and very restricted in the subject matter taught. The medical school 
experience was entirely didactic and consisted of "sitting in" on one or two 
series of lectures. The time required for this experience was measured in 
terms of months, and there was no prerequisite for entering, other than the 
ability to pay the required fees. Some physicians would attend a round of 
lectures after finishing their apprenticeships, this being the crowning 
feature of their education.

Medical education in the Ohio Valley from the close of the Civil War to 
the_t\irrr^r"th^"""tw"ehtie^H cehtury saw the development of the medical education 
system essentially as we know it today. The principal difference, however, is 
ihat the nineteenth century schools were proprietary institutions. During 
this interval of time the various ̂ medical laboratory sciences developed. The 
prerequisites for admission tro^bhe^ Medical" School, ; the" length of time required 
to obtain a medical education, and the expense of operating a medical school 
all increased tremendously. The schools became increasingly complex in their 
structure. The classroom was no longer adequate. Clinical and laboratory 
facilities (and fulltime teachers) became necessary.

The "Pathological Department" of the Central Indiana Hospital for the 
Insane (now designated as the 034 Pathology Building at Central State 
Hospital) which was built Invalid) is representative of the best of these 
educational structures of the period. It was built and operated at State 
expense.. It incorporated the best of all known features in its design, decor, 
and equipment to facilitate the scientific study of disease and the dissemi­ 
nation of medical information. Although not a medical school per se, the 
building was constructed to be a "Medical Center" to be used by all the local 
proprietary schools (of which two were then in existence), and by any phy­ 
sician or student in the State (without cost) who wanted to avail himself of 
the facility. The building was' used continuously from 1895 to 1955 for medical 
education purposes. (During this entire period there was no remodeling, no 
change in the Internal decor, and most of the equipment remained unchanged). 
It was used by the Medical College of Indiana, and by the Central College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, until these two schools combined with the Fort Wayne 
Medical College to form the Indiana Medical College, Department of Medicine, 
Purdue University. Purdue University then used the School, as did the new 
Medical School (created in 1903) known as State Medical College. All of these 
schools combined in 1908 to form' the Indiana University School of Medicine. 
Indiana University then used the facility until 1955- Since that time the 
building has remained essentially idle.

The land on which the Old Pathology Building stands is known as Mt. 
Jackson. The land was so designated by George Smith, the first owner. Smith 
was a newspaper publisher from Corydon, Indiana, who walked to Indianapolis 
when the City was first plotted and land made available. He published the
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8. Statement of Significance (continued)

first newspaper in Indianapolis - THE INDIANAPOLIS GAZETTE. He published the 
paper within the then city limits of Indianapolis, but lived on his farm 
(Mt. Jackson) located at that time three miles west of the city limits (but 
long since incorporated within the city limits). Mt. Jackson was named in 
honor of General Andrew Jackson. Smith was aided in his newspaper work by his 
stepson, Nathaniel Bolton. Bolton and his wife, Sarah Barrett Bolton, later 
inherited Mt. Jackson. They enlarged Smith's cabin and converted it into an 
inn to take advantage of the traffic along the National Road which had been 
built in front of their farm. Sarah Bolton began writing poetry while living 
here, and in due time was Indiana's best known poet, being designated as the 
"Pioneer Poet Laureate."

The Boltons sold their farm in 18^5 to the State of Indiana, to be used 
for the State's first insane asylum. The agent for this sale was Dr. John 
Evans, a young Attica physician. Dr. Evans had conceived the proposition that 
the State should logically be responsible for the care and treatment of the 
blind, the deaf, and the insane. He performed for Indiana what Dorothea Dix 
was soon to be doing for the Eastern States. He petitioned the State Legis­ 
lature during the early 1840's and was able to arouse Interest, but no action. 
He then became actively engaged in politics and was such a vigorous worker and 
such an eloquent speaker that he was a prime factor in the election of Governor 
Whitcomb in 1844. Following Whitcomb's election, Evans was ^made a Commissioner 
to develop the State Hospital. After a trip to the East (at his own expense) 
to study the existing insane hospitals and their requirements, he returned and 
selected the Bolton farm as being the most ideal location for the development 
of the Indiana hospital.

Evans superintended the construction of the hospital (being assisted by 
Dr. John S. Bobbs, co-founder of the City's first medical school, and the first 
surgeon in the world to perform gall bladder surgery). When the hospital was 
completed, Evans declined to accept the role of superintendent. Rather, he 
moved to Chicago, where he taught obstetrics at the Rush Medical School. He 
was later to be a founder of universities, a builder of railroads, and terri­ 
torial Governor of Colorado.
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